
Dear SJR Families,

Happy Valentine’s Day!  And prayers for blessings on this Ash Wednesday.  While some people might
see these two observances as very different, at their core they are each about love.  Ash Wednesday
begins the season of Lent which will help us grow in love for God and are reminded of His great love for
us.  Valentine’s Day is a day when we can think of all of those God, in His great love, has  given to us. 
We are truly blessed.  Because of the solemnity of the day, Candy Grams, which were intended to be
distributed yesterday, will be distributed tomorrow.   I know this might be difficult if your child has
chosen to give up sweets for Lent. You can encourage them to set them aside for Easter. 

 I know that use of snow days as days of virtual learning is relatively new but I am so glad that we do
not have to make up three days of school at the end of the year!  Thank you for your cooperation and
support.  The students did an excellent job completing the assigned work.  As always, if there is ever a
question about the assigned work you or your child can reach out to their teacher.  I’m hopeful,
however, that yesterday will be the last one needed for this school year!

As those of you with students who will be moving into grades 1-8 complete your enrollment process, a
reminder that our district code is SJSR-PA.   A reminder also that the BLOCS Application for tuition
scholarships is now open and can greatly offset the cost of your child's Catholic education.  It is very
important that every SJR family review the attached flyer as to the increased income levels for 2024 -
2025. We recommend that you apply even if you are over the annual income. If available, your family
may qualify for other sources of tuition funding. Families can apply who have students enrolling in
grades Pre-K through 12th.    The paperwork to determine eligibility must be submitted by May 30, 2024.
If you have questions, please contact our Advancement Director, Mrs. Kathy Williamson.   

Families who have students in the Drama Club, please see the t-shirt design and order form at the end
of the newsletter.  All t-shirts must be ordered by Friday.

Families with 7th graders, please be sure to review the information from Archbishop Wood.

Thank you for all you do!  You’ll be in my prayers as we journey together through Lent to Easter!
Mrs. Durkin

During this busy week, let’s remember, “I can do all things through Christ who gives
me strength.” Philippians 4:13
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Continue to gather all the spare change around your house and
bring it into school to put it in the S. J. R banks! Each letter bank is
designated to each grade groups as follows;

 “S” Pre-K and Kindergarten
 “J” 1st, 2nd & 3rd Grades

 “R” 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th & 8th Grades
 The group S, J or R that collects the most coins, will earn a Dress
Down Day!   The change will all be donated to The Next Step Program
during our Sock Hop on March 22nd.
The children have enjoyed putting the coins into the containers.

Thank you so much to everyone who has volunteered with our many
recent events!

The Sweetheart Dance was so much fun!  Thank you so much for
supporting this Neon Nineties event!

Our Chick-Fil-a Community event was a delicious hit!  Thank you to
everyone who got dinner and to those who participated in the raffle. 
I am so lucky to have won the opportunity to have a Chick-Fil-a
lunch with the winners!  They are:

Nicholas S. (PK)
Mack M.(1)

Kathryn B.(2)
Vincent M.(6)
Aiden D. (3)

I’ll let parents know when the date for that lunch is confirmed.

 
Please see the information below about our upcoming events:

 
Mother/Son Bowling - Sunday, February 25th
Looking forward to see those who registered for this annual tradition!

SJR 5K RACE/Walk:

Planning has begun for the 12th Annual SJR 5K Race, Fitness Walk,
and Kids' Run on Friday, May 10, 2024! If you own a business, can
participate in corporate gift matching, or have connections with a
business that might be able to sponsor our event this year, please
contact the 5K Committee at sjr5krace@gmail.com, or call or
message Vince Mandes at 215-510-9672. We are extremely grateful
for our business and family sponsors who generously support this
event each year. More information on race registration and
volunteering opportunities will be coming in early March

Thanks for all you do for our school!

HSA Board

Home and School Information
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Homework Club:
Homework Club began last week.   It is available
Monday - Thursday. There is a link on the home page
at stjstr.org to sign up either for the week or for any
day.  To assist with an orderly and safe dismissal, we
ask that any student who will be attending that day is
signed up by 8:00a.m. and is aware that they are
going.  Please reach out to Mrs. Jacobsen at
jjacobsen@stjstr.org with any questions.

Dress Down Day!
Thank you so much for your support of our Dress
Down Day! We collected $600 to give to our 8th
grade class to defray some of the cost of graduation
festivities!

100th Day:
It’s hard to believe that we’ve been in school for more
than 100 days!  There were some celebrations and
lots of math!

Terra Nova Testing:
A reminder that students in 2nd through 7th grade
will be taking InView and Terra Nova Testing from
March 1st through 8th.  The Terra Nova provides
detailed diagnostic information and generates 
achievement scores, a full complement of criterion-
referenced objective mastery scores, and
performance-level information. This is on the
calendar but I wanted to point it out.  The most
important thing you can do at home is to make sure
your child gets a good night sleep and arrives at
school on time each day during the testing window.

Apple of My Eye Winners:
Thank you to Connor, Riley, Emily, Cameron, and
Declan for being “caught doing something good!” 
We are grateful for your kind and helpful works.

From Around the School



St. Joe’s is appealing to parishioners who may be
interested in serving the church by becoming an
altar server.
Altar Servers can be in 4th to 12th Grade
St.  Joe’s will work the schedule to fit theirs.
Altar Servers may be boys or girls who have received
the sacrament of Communion.  
St.  Joe’s will train each of the children and let them
shadow more experienced Altar Servers until they
are comfortable.
 Please let us them know  if you have a child or
children who are interested in
becoming or returning to being an Altar Server.
They  will have more information for anyone who is
interested.
Please contact Mr. Brian Gozdan at
bkgozdan@gmail.com or Mr. James Ness at
stjosephccd.warrington@yahoo.com to sign up or
request more info.

St. Robert’s is hosting an “Acts of Love” service
weekend on  February 24th and 25th.  
You would choose the project that is right for your
family to do at home and return it to church that
weekend.

Please see the flyer below for more information about
how your family can serve others this Lent.
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