
Dear SJR Families,

I am sharing some information which was forwarded to me from the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference in
regards to changes which would be devastating to the EITC Program - a vital program for making Catholic
Education more affordable for families in our state.  I know that many of you are either contributors to the
program or benefit from the program through scholarships.  Please take a moment to contact your state
representative and tell them to oppose House Bill 2063.  

PA Representative Joe Ciresi has introduced legislation (HB 2063) that would end the EITC & OSTC programs
as we know them. 

WHAT THE BILL WOULD DO:
Cut family income limits for students participating to 200% of the federal poverty level (This would cut
the current family EITC & OSTC eligibility in half).
Eliminate support level factors for families with students with a disability.
Impose new reporting requirements on scholarship organizations to report data on every student given
a scholarship, and for every applicant who was “denied.”
Impose new reporting requirements on schools--affecting every nonpublic school in the state.
Give the state carte blanche to impose new reporting requirements without legislative approval.

Please copy and paste the link below into your browser so that you can log in and send your message
against this bill through the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference:
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/nqVEjNjnNiJoMt_tZBFz0Q

Gratefully,
Mrs. Durkin

During this busy week, let’s remember, “I can do all things through Christ who gives
me strength.” Philippians 4:13
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Please read below for upcoming events:

Friday is the big day - the Sock Hop!  A reminder that your child
should come to school wearing something that has them looking
like they would be going to a sock hop in the 1950s!  It will be an
awesome event where the SJR HSA will present a check for $2,000 to
The Next Steps Program.  That is certainly, “change worth dancing
about.”

Nifty Fifty’s Night Tonight!:
Start getting into the right frame of mind for our Sock Hop on Friday, 
by heading to Nifty-Fifty’s on Wednesday evening, 3/20.  Please see
the flyer for more information.

SJR Spirit Night at Urban Air, 4/11:
Please plan to join in the fun at Urban Air on Thursday, April 11th from
5:30-8:30p.m.  What a fun way to raise funds for our school and get
together the evening before a day off for the students.  See the flyer
below for details.

SJR 5K RACE/Walk:

Planning has begun for the 12th Annual SJR 5K Race, Fitness Walk,
and Kids' Run on Friday, May 10, 2024! If you own a business, can
participate in corporate gift matching, or have connections with a
business that might be able to sponsor our event this year, please
contact the 5K Committee at sjr5krace@gmail.com, or call or
message Vince Mandes at 215-510-9672. We are extremely grateful
for our business and family sponsors who generously support this
event each year. More information on race registration and
volunteering opportunities will be coming in early March

Thanks for all you do for our school!

HSA Board

Home and School Information
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Confirmation at St. Joe’s and
St. Cyril’s



Soil Exploration in the Lab:
Mrs. Hilghman invited Professor Dadio, a soil scientist
and professor at Delaware Valley University, to work
with the 6th grade students on soil identification
activities.  Thank you, Professor Dadio for sharing
your time and passion for science with the students
at SJR!

Drama Club:
Tickets are available for purchase!  Please come
support the cast and crew of “The Little Mermaid, Jr.”
on Saturday, April 6th!  They’ve worked so hard on
this production and I’m so looking forward to the big
day.  See our website or 
the flyer below for purchase.

Young Rembrandt’s Art Club:
Students have a wonderful opportunity through this
after school club.  Please see the flyer below for the
next session of Young Rembrandts which begins in
April.

EITC Webinars :
While voicing our opinion against HB 2063, we will
continue to take advantage of the program and
benefit from it.  Please see the flyer below to learn
how you can support this vital program and our
school.

From Around the School



Designer Bag Bingo:
SJR’s Art Teacher, Mrs. Alice Jacobs, will be participating
in a mission trip this summer with members of Ivyland
Presbyterian Church.  She’ll be hosting a Designer Bag
Bingo to raise the funds.  The team will be going to
Naples, Italy and leading a Vacation Bible School at a
non-profit children’s center called Imparare Giocando. 
There’s a flyer below if you’d care to join in the fun and
support the mission!

March Madness:
Thank you to Mrs. McReynolds and everyone who helped
to make our annual March Madness Basketball
Tournament  a huge success.  It’s one of our favorite
traditions!

Young Rembrandt’s Art Club:
Please see the flyer below for the next session of Young
Rembrandts which begins in April.

Our Spring Show:
Our Spring Show, which showcases the work students in
grades Pre-K-6 have been doing in Music class, will be
on May 23rd at 1:45p.m.  Parents are welcome to attend. 
More information will be shared at a later date, I just
wanted you to get that on your calendar if you would like
to join us.

Apple of My Eye Winners:
Thank you to Elora, Keegan, Gianna, and Brinley for being
“caught doing something good!”  We are grateful for
your kind and helpful works.

More From Around the School



St. Joseph Parish has teamed up with the Lehigh Valley
Iron Pigs for a Faith Night Out on Friday, June 7th! The
Lehigh Valley Iron Pigs are the AAA affiliate of the
Philadelphia Phillies, located in Allentown, Pa. 

Each ticket purchased through the link on the flyer
below is $15 and includes a $2 ballpark credit, as
well as $3 from each ticket being donated back to
St. Joseph Parish Religious Education Program 
Faith music played throughout the night 
Players and coaches sharing what their faith means
to them on the scoreboard throughout the night.
After the game, the team chaplain and players will
come out and have a question & answer session 
Fireworks after the game! 
Game time is 7:05 p.m.- gates opening at 5:45 p.m. 

St. Robert’s 
Father Tom McCarthy gave a very engaging series of
talks about “Our Restless Journey.”  It was such a
perfect theme for Lent!  

Father McCarthy is an Augustinian.  A generous donor
provided Augustinian cross necklaces for the students
in our school that were sold/distributed at the mission. 
The flaming heart represents Augustine’s great love for
God.  Part of the experience of attending SJR is the
benefit of two wonderful supporting parishes. Please
consider taking the time to make the most of the
opportunities they provide.

Parish News


















