
Dear SJR Families,

Pope Leo recently said about Thanksgiving that this holiday is a “beautiful feast” because it brings
people together. He encouraged all of us to take a moment to say thank you for the gifts in our
lives -  the gift of life, the gift of faith, and the gift of one another.

I see those gifts in our school every day. They show up in our students’ smiles, our teachers’
dedication, and the constant support from our families. 

Gratitude is such a big part of who we are as a Catholic community — the word Eucharist means
“thanksgiving.”

As you head into the long weekend, I hope you enjoy time with the people you love and find small
moments of rest and joy. Thank you for being such an important part of our school family.
Wishing you and yours a very happy Thanksgiving!

Gratefully,

Mrs. Durkin

July, 2025
The mission of schools is to develop a sense of truth, of what is good and beautiful. And this takes place through a rich path made

up of many ingredients. True education enables us to love life and opens us to the fullness of life.
 — Pope Francis



School News
It’s hard to believe, but this Sunday marks both the First Sunday of Advent
and 
the beginning of a new liturgical year. It also ushers in December—a short
month on our school calendar, but one that is filled with activity! Please
read news from your child’s teacher but keep in mind some of the following
dates: 

Dec. 4  Polar Express Day for Kindergartenersth

Dec. 5  End of the first Trimester! (Report cards will be distributed on
12/17.)

th

             SJR’s 4  Annual Christmas Tree Lighting (6:00-7:00p.m.)th

Dec. 8  No School – The Feast of the Immaculate Conceptionth

Dec. 10  Band Concertth

Dec. 16  The Little Elf Shop  (See flyer below)th

Dec. 18  SJR’s Christmas Pageant in St. Robert’s Church at 6:30p.m.  All
students have been practicing during Music class and are expected to
attend.  It’s a beautiful way to begin the final week of Advent.

th

Dec. 19  Grades 4-8 will attend Confession. The HSA is setting up
cookies and milk for all grades this afternoon

th

Congratulations to our CYO Cross Country Team!
Cheers on another successful season!—one marked by personal bests,
steady commitment, maturity, and remarkable resilience.  Please see the
flyer for more!
 
Get the Scoop on Kindergarten at St. Joseph/St. Robert School. Learn 
what makes our half-day & full-day Kindergarten so special. Join us for 
one of our Kindergarten sessions on December 3rd, 11th, or 15th from
10:30 AM to 11:30 AM.  Parents with children in our Pre-K or those new to
our community are welcome to join us!
Meet our teachers, explore our classrooms, and experience the joy of
learning. Register now online at www.stjstr.org or call 215.343.5100. 
Please share with family and friends that may be interested in learning
more about our Kindergarten program.

http://www.stjstr.org/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExVDU4OUtSa1V4QUhoc01laHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6clW-iIoyCOgzyMFXxNX7Fh7HEGfb3-L-h0RhNu44FTDcuofxH3trXChFSPg_aem_5bSQGrkXxs272HpvLuVDig


From the Director of Enrollment 
Mrs. Kathy Williamson

As always, please Like, Comment, and Follow Us on Facebook and Instagram 
Instagram - @sjrschool and @sjr_homeandschool 

Facebook - St. Joseph/St. Robert School, SJR Home and School Association 
Please like and share our social media platforms with family and friends! 

Giving Tuesday is a special day each year that reminds us to pause during the busy holiday
season and focus on giving back.

This year, after the excitement of Black Friday and Cyber Monday, SJR will be participating in
Giving Tuesday through the “I Give Catholic” campaign. Our I Give Catholic site is already open
and will run through Giving Tuesday on December 2nd.

SJR is reaching out to parishioners and donors to share this information.  If Giving Tuesday is
part of your holiday tradition as well, we’d be grateful if you’d consider supporting SJR—or help
us spread the word by sharing our link with family and friends!

You can find the link on our website at www.stjstr.org.



HSA News
Bingo!
Thank you for your support of our collection to go toward
creating the raffle baskets!  

Tree Lighting
December is such a fun month in our school!  Please join us
on Friday, Dec. 5th from 6:00-7:00p.m.for our annual
Christmas Tree Lighting!  There will be caroling and a special
visitor....see the flyer below.

Little Elf Shop
Please see the flyer below to get more information about
this shopping opportunity for the children.  If you are
available to volunteer, please let us know.  

Milk and Cookies
It’s our school tradition to enjoy cookies and milk together
before breaking for the Christmas holiday.  The HSA looks
forward to it!

Christmas Gifts for Specialists and Support Staff
It is our HSA’s tradition to share a gift with teachers and
staff who do not have a homeroom.  Please see the flyer
below.







gratitudeAPPRECIATION &

 

Thank You! 

 15 AMAZING SPECIALISTS & SUPPORT STAFF
ASSIST SJR TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN OUR

CHILDREN’S LIVES. THE HSA IS COLLECTING MONEY
AS A THANK YOU TO THOSE STAFF MEMBERS. 

Venmo: @sjr-hsa
OR

Send Cash: Carla c/o Nicholas Shoemaker, 1st Grade
Donations will be collected through 12/12/2025

Monsignor Beisel

Mr. Crumlish

Mrs. Durkin

Mrs. Ewald Ms. Macrone

Mrs. Jacobs

Mrs. Jacobsen

Mrs. Koper

Mrs. McReynolds

Mrs. McWilliams

Mrs. Moyer

Mr. Pena

Father Pawelko

Mrs. Sorge

Mrs. Williamson

Please Consider Donating



 

https://myschool.holidayshop.org/stjsrcath

Students are able to shop independently
Gifts for mom, dad, grandpa, grandma, aunts, uncles, cousins,
friends, teachers, and even pets
Gifts priced from $0.25 - $15, with most between $3 - $8
Parents can buy gift certificates online for students to use
when shopping (great for younger students)
Anyone interested in volunteering please contact Kathleen
Rosenello at kathleenrosenello@gmail.com

Please visitthelinkbelowformoreinformation:

S J
R ’ S ANNUA LLittle Elf Shop
TUESDAYDEC EMBER 16

https://myschool.holidayshop.org/stjsrcath
https://myschool.holidayshop.org/stjsrcath
https://myschool.holidayshop.org/stjsrcath


2025-2026 Cross Country Season 
Congratulations to All SJR Cross Country Runners 

Cheers to another successfulseason!—onemarkedbypersonal bests,steadycommitment, maturity, and remarkable
resilience. 

 
Athletes 

 
Athlete Spotlight: Martha Pajak 

 
Let’s wish her the very best as she 

competes among the nation’s finest young athletes! 

! 

Carter • Elora • Gianna • Hazel • Joseph • Kathryn • Martha • Mary • Vincent
 

 
Celebrating the exceptional accomplishments of Martha Pajak,whoproudly represented both SJR & the

AOC Track & Field Club. 
CYO Championships: AAU / Phil Express Championships:

6th place — Girls 9–10 Division
2nd among all 9-year-olds 10th place — Girls 9–10 Division

2nd among all 9-year-olds 

Martha will go ontorepresent the AOCTrack andField Clubatthe2025AAUNational
Cross Country Championship on December6, 2025.

Vincent! 

Outstanding achievements, Martha

 Class of 2026Tribute
Vincent

 

 
Coaches 

CoachesVince&Julie Mandes
 

The athletes extend their heartfelt thanks to
leaders and role models. Their dedication, time,and unwavering commitment do not go unnoticed. 

for being outstanding 

Quite simply, SJR would not have a Cross-Country program without their guidance and passion.
There is no way to fully capture the depth of their contribution to SJR’s Cross Country team and to our

school community. 

 
The team congratulates on his final Cross Country race for SJR! 

We’reincrediblyproud ofall he’s accomplished, and we wish him the 
very best as he launches into his high school career. Congratulations, 



Scan or visit 
youngrembrandts.com to 

find a class near you

YOUNG REMBRANDTS 328 Monument Ave., Hatboro, Pa 19040 

Make this a memorable time by signing up your elementary child in 
aYoung Rembrandts drawingclass. Your child will learnabout
design, composition and illustration using our unique step-by-step
drawing method. Besides strengthening your child’s drawing and
coloring skills, he or she will also learn about art history as we
present lessons featuring a master artist. Don’t miss out, enroll now! 

$150
(8 Week Session) 

ENROLL ONLINE at
www.youngrembrandts.com/buxmont-pa 

Thursday
03:15 PM - 04:15 PM
12/04/2025 - 02/05/2026
(No class 12/25, 1/1) 

215.675.8878 Jenn.baker@youngrembrandts.com www.youngrembrandts.com/buxmont-pa 








