
Dear SJR Families,

I love our HSA meetings and the opportunities they provide for us to learn together. When parents
and teachers share some of the same strategies and language for supporting children, we are better
able to work together on their behalf.

Last night, we were fortunate to welcome Dr. Mary Coakley, a Licensed Clinical Developmental
Psychologist with more than 25 years of experience supporting children and families. She shared
her expertise on executive functioning and the many ways these skills affect a child's ability to plan,
organize, manage time, get started on a task, regulate emotions, and follow through.

I appreciated the practical nature of her presentation and the reminder that these skills develop
over time. What may sometimes look like a child simply "not listening" or "not trying" can actually
be a sign that a particular executive-function skill is still developing. Having strategies to help
children build those skills can make a real difference both at home and at school.
We've included some of the tips Dr. Coakley shared in this week's newsletter for you to review and
try at home.

A special thank-you to our HSA for inviting Dr. Coakley to speak with us and for providing
opportunities like this for our community. We are grateful for the time and effort they put into
helping our families learn and grow together.

If you would like to continue learning about executive functioning, you may want to take a look at
Smart but Scattered. One of the authors will be presenting through the Bucks County IU in January,
and we are considering the possibility of forming a parent book club around the book.

Please take a few minutes to complete this survey  from our HSA. We'd love to hear whether there
is interest in a book club, as well as your thoughts about a few other new initiatives. Your feedback
will help the HSA plan opportunities that are meaningful and useful for our SJR families.

Gratefully,
Mrs. Durkin

July, 2025
The mission of schools is to develop a sense of truth, of what is good and beautiful. And this takes place through a rich path

made up of many ingredients. True education enables us to love life and opens us to the fullness of life.
 — Pope Francis
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School News
Tea with Me - Tomorrow at 9:00a.m.
You are welcome to join me for a casual conversation about any
school-wide topic that is on their mind.  In the past, these topics have
included school safety, the Sacraments, and after school clubs.  This
year, if time allows, I would also love to have parents review small
sections of the Family Handbook with me so that I can get your
feedback before updating it in the summer.  

Parent Teacher Conferences
A reminder that links will be shared on Saturday morning for you to
sign up for a conference with your child’s teacher.  There is a noon
dismissal on 10/29 and no school on 10/30 to allow time for these
important conversations.

New Family Open House
We look forward to welcoming new families to tour our school and
meet faculty and staff.  We’re especially excited to be opening
applications for our new Pre-K Three Year Old Program for next year!
Please share the good news of SJR.

Thank You!
Due to your generosity, SJR is able to send a check for $600 to Pockets
of Hope to support their work as they assist women in treatment for
breast cancer.  Thank you for supporting the Dress Down Day!

Service Corp
Our Service Corp is planning for their annual outreach to parishioners
for the Feast of All Souls.  They deliver plants to people who have lost
loved ones in the past year.  To raise the funds for this meaningful
project, they will be having a bake sale on Thursay and Friday, Octobr
22nd and 23rd.

Thespian Club:  See the flyer below to put an ad in the play program!



HSA News

Cherrydale Pickup: 
Many families have their Cherrydale order being delivered directly.
But, if you have any frozen items, your order will be ready for pickup
from the gym/Msgr. Marley Hall on November 4  .  I’ll share the exact
time window as soon as it’s set.

th

Trunk or Treat: Get ready for an evening of fun, costumes, candy, and
community! Check out the flyer for all the details. Decorate your trunk
and join the fun, or bring your child to trick-or-treat among the
creatively decorated trunks! We hope to see you there!

 Halloween Dance (4 , 5 , 6 )th th th

Hope your 4  - 6  grader can join in the fun!  SJR’s cafeteria is
transformed for the dance.  See the flyer below for details.

th th

Haunted Hayride (7  & 8 ).  th th

October 24  from 7:00 - 10:00p.m. at Winding Brook Farm.  See flyer
below.

th

Chick-fil-a Spirit Night October 27th!

See the HSA’s “October Happenings” below for everything that’s plann
this month!
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Sunday , OCTOBER18th 

10:00 AM - 12:30 PM
 

Pre-K 3 to 8 Grade(Half&Full-DayKindergarten) th

Register for a

Tour Today 

St. Joseph/St. Robert School
New Family Open House

Know a Family Who Should Know SJR?
Our Fall Open House is a wonderful opportunity for prospective families to see

SJR! Please help us spread the word by sharing the invitation with friends,
neighbors, or anyone who may be looking for a school where children are

known, supported, and encouraged to grow. We’d love to welcome them to SJR! 
















